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99-210

October 18, 1999

For Immediate Release:
DETAILS OF UNIVERSITY HOUSE SALE APPROVED BY EIU TRUSTEES
CHARLESTON --A price tag of $179,800 has been placed on the two-story
home which several Eastern Illinois University presidents have called home.
Eastern's Board of Trustees formally authorized the sale price and approved a
recommendation that the house, located at 1112 Williamsburg Drive, be listed with
Linda Nugent & Associates of Charleston.
Jeff Cooley, acting vice president for business affairs, said the real estate agent
was chosen from among four in the Coles County area who submitted bids. The
decision was based on the company's marketing plan, as well as its sales history.
The most recent occupants of the house were EIU President David L. Jorns and
his wife, Audrey. When President Carol D. Surles took office in March, she moved into
a home of her own choosing, opting for a housing allowance instead.
--more--
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The university was spending about $35,000 annually on the home. Surles
receives a $27,500 housing stipend, a savings to the university of about $7,500.
Proceeds from the sale of the house will be used to renovate a portion of the
University Union into a formal meeting and entertainment facility.
In other financial matters, the board reviewed the progression of several oncampus improvement projects and approved the following:
•

Replacement of chillers serving Lawson and Taylor Halls with a single, electric
centrifugal chiller-- cost, $534,025;

•

Replacement of outdated baseball, basketball and softball scoreboards and the
indoor track display board in the Lantz fieldhouse --cost, $436,312;

•

Construction of an addition to an existing parking lot located between Ninth and
1Oth streets, south of Garfield Avenue -- cost, $252,545; and

•

The purchase/installation costs of residence hall networking electronics -- cost,
$2,235,462.
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